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A Message from the President of Bangla O Biswa

Nomoshkar. Happy New Year to all our dear friends and members of Bangla O Biswa from the entire executive committee team.
It 1s again our privilege and pleasure that you have entrusted us with the responsibility of coordinating the annual activities of
Bangla O Biswa and managing the organization's resources for the year June 2019-June 2020. Over the last few years, we have
assembled a great team consisting of a perfect blend of senior and junior members to serve on our committee. We have very
successfully arranged the picnic, Durga Puja and KaliPuja, in the year 2019 and looking forward to organizing Saraswati puja in
January 2020. During our biggest event, Durga Puja-2019, more than 1300 people attended in all three days. Most importantly,
we have been able to actively involve our senior, junior members, trustees, all internal and external community members in all of
our events.

We held a very successful picnic event on27thJuly 2019 at Hopkinton State Park. We were fortunate to have a sunny, warm day.
We were able to walk along the water, play various games and musical chairs, cooked barbecue chicken at the venue, and
enjoyed home-cooked delicious food, including Jhal Muri, chili chicken, fried rice, watermelon. Post picnic, after 6-8 weeks of
in-depth planning via teleconference and in-person meetings, we successfully hosted a three-day Durga Puja celebration (instead
of a general two days event) on October 4th,5th and 6th 2019 at Chelmstord Mc Carthy Middle School. This year three days
Durga Puja event was a unique eventin the Bangla O Biswa'shistory;itwas a very successful and well-attended event. From
epar and opar Bangla (West Bengal and Bangladesh), we invited three artists to present three mesmerizing performances. With
collaboration with NEBAF (New England Bangladeshi American Foundation Inc.), Zee Bangla reality show Sa Re Ga Ma Pa
participant, famous singer Noble (mainul-ahsan) performed on Friday, October 4th evening. Famous Bengali playback singer
Lagnajita Chakraborty with a live band performed on Saturday, October 5th evening. L.egendary singer, pioneer of anyodharar
gaan (alternative music), reminiscent of western folk music Anjan Dutta along with Neel and Amit Dutta performed with a live
band on Sunday, October 6th afternoon. In addition to that, we presented an excellent line up of local programs. Our local artists
practiced hard and showcased their creative talent. "Philomela" and "Bandish" performed band songs taking us through down the
memory lane and Kolkata nostalgia. Children's program " Aajker Kabuliwala" was an educative dance ensemble program
presented by our kids and young members. A perfect comedy play based on Durga puja "Gouri and Co." was staged by some
talented local play enthusiasts. Swaralipi Music school presented a musical tribute to Kalikaprasad through a program
"Rabindranath O Kaliaprasad." "Swarankar School of Music presented a classical music program that was participated by local
young and adult members. Allthe programs, including the invited and local artists, were well organized and well attended. We
continue to push towards organizing unique programs by invited artists and mixing itup with our homegrown talent with
excellent food, and fun ways of bringing the community together. A sumptuous and mouth-watering authentic Bengali food
menu was served, including Kolkata style biriyani, Kichuri, Beguni, Goat curry, Rui macher kalia, polao. The joyful celebration
ended with sindoor khela, dhaker naach and bisarjan. The puja arrangements, prasad-blog, decorations, Kitchen, and the front
desk management was perfectly executed. From the bottom of my heart, I thank all the participants, volunteers, members of our
community, executive members, patrons, grand patrons, and their spouses. Withoutall of your tireless support, such an
accomplishment would have been hard to achieve.

We have made a few significant changes to reduce our costs: by moving the puja eventina middle school from high schoolto aut
down auditorium rental expenses for the cultural programs. Employ priests from our community members wherever possible,
sharing the cultural program expenses with other collaborating organizations.

We celebrated Kalipuja on 2nd November 2019. The highlights of the cultural event were song and dance programs by the
children and by a few other local participants. A play "Ek Jora natok." was staged by a few local play enthusiasts' Light snacks
(samosa & jhaal moorie) and a sumptuous Bengali dinner including fried Rice, Chilli Chicken, Chingri macher malaikari,Misti
were served.

Saraswati puja is planned to be held on 25th January 2020. Like each year, we are planning to organize a cultural program
consisting of children's program, song, and dance by our local artists. We will offer hathe khodi to the interested kids. An
authentic lunch will also be served.

We welcome and invite all the new and old members and families to get involved inall aspects of the committee operations. I
have been involved with the organization for the last ten years and always felt Bangla O Biswa is my home away from home; I
believe you will also feel the same. Together we can go forward towards reaching our goal to include fostering and collaborative
culture within our organization and make a difference in the lives who are less fortunate by assisting any way we can. My best
wishes always remain with the Bangla O Biswa organization.

Yours sincerely
Debraj Roy (President)




From the Desk of the Editors

As Bangla-O-Biswa reaches its thirty-seventh birthday, we, the members of this organization are
delighted to bring to you our magazine for 2019-2020. The sapling planted by our founding
members more than three decades ago and nurtured with care by many committee members and
the members of our commune, now stands tall and firm, spreading its roots deep within the
community. It is just amazing to glance back and see how this organization continues to grow.
Every year Bangla-O-Biswa is fortunate to find very energetic individuals whose sincerity amazes
us. The infants and toddlers who grew up with Bangla-O-Biswa are now young adults themselves

and that vacant spot have constantly been filled with a new generation of bright eyed youngsters
whose laughter continues to echo in our hallways. The torch passes on.

With limits set on time and funding, our plan for this magazine was to focus more on the quality
rather than the number of pages and we are quite confident that you will be pleased with what we
have to offer. Thanks to our authors and poets for sharing your talent, and finally, our advertisers
and members for all your support. We look forward for your active participation in our future
events.

Soumitro Pal and Sharmila Biswas

Bangla O Biswa Executive Committee (2019-2020)

Debraj Roy (President)

Subhayu Basu (Vice President)
Basab Datta (General Secretary)
Sanjit Sanyal (Cultural Secretary)
Sourav Mukherjee (Treasurer)
Sagar Dey (Member At Large)

Anindya RoyChowdhury (Member At Large)

Note: Bangla O Biswa is not responsible for the contents of the advertisements or the articles.




Best Wishes From

Grand Patrons:

Kishanlal & Supriya Chakrabarti
Utpala Bandyopadhyay

Debraj & Deepmala Roy
Sharmila & Anup Biswas

Sagar & Piyali Dey

'Y

Patrons:

Prosenjit & Mousumi Santra

Subhayu Basu & Somdutta Mitra

Basab Datta & Saptaparni Bandyopadhyay
Sanjit & Sulagna Sanyal

Anindya & Suchismita Roy Chowdhury

Sourav Mukherjee & Aparajita Basu Mukherjee
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The Amazing History of Lexington

Rajarshi Mandal

Along time ago in 1700s, the British started taxing the colonies because the Kingdom was
in debt from war. The colonists were unhappy about it. As a result, they started boycotting stores
and protesting against the taxes. These protests and other incidents eventually led to the
beginning of the Revolutionary War at the Battles of Lexington and Concord. This history is still
preserved in monuments, statues, and tours. Buckman Tavern, built in 1709, still stands in
Lexington. This essay highlights the two most important events, the Boston Massacre and the
Boston Tea Party, that precipitated to the Revolutionary War as well as the Battles of Lexington
and Concord.

The Boston Massacre, which happened on March 5%, 1770, is the first main historical
event that enraged the colonists as it led to many deaths. The incident started out with people
harassing British soldiers and provoking them to fire. This mob was led by a former slave named
Crispus Attucks. At first, the soldiers were restrained. However, when Crispus threw a snowball
that knocked out Private Montgomery, a British soldier, they started firing randomly into the
crowd resulting in the death of eleven people. Eight soldiers were tried for murder. However,
only two were convicted of manslaughter while the others were acquitted. The colonists did not
appreciate this at all, so it led to even more boycotts and protests.

The Boston Tea Party played an important role in the lead up of the Revolutionary War.
On December 16™, 1773, some Patriots dressed up as Native Americans boarded ships full of tea.
They chopped barrels of tea in half and threw them overboard in the Boston Harbor. The goal of
this was to tell the British “No taxation without representation,” which is a famous quote still
used today. The Boston Tea Party cost the British millions of dollars. As a result, they started the
Quartering Act where people must let the British soldiers inside their houses with proper lodging
and food. This made the Patriots furious.

Finally, the Battles of Lexington and Concord, considered the beginning of the
Revolutionary War, happened on April 19t, 1775. The taxes on tea, paper, and sugar levied by
the British fired up this conflict. At the time, there were British camps where the British would
stay until they were given orders to capture and destroy the secret stock of weapons held by the
colonists in Concord. Fortunately, through secret intelligence gathering, the most famous Patriot



leader — Paul Revere — found out about this couple of weeks before the orders were given. As a
result, most of the weapons were moved to other hideouts. Before the day of the raid, Paul
Revere and two other Patriot leaders, Samuel Adams and William Dawes, rode their horses from
house to house saying, “The British are coming.” They stopped at Samuel Prescott’s house at
Lexington and invited him to join them. Later, some British patrols tried to detain these Patriot
leaders. Prescott and his horse jumped over a wall; Dawes also escaped but fell off his horse a
while later; and Paul Revere was detained. The soldiers asked him questions and he answered
them truthfully. The Redcoats released the prisoner and went back to warn their commander.
This journey of the four leaders is known as the Midnight Ride. The next day, the first soldiers
came marching onto Lexington Battle Green just as the sun rose. The Patriots suffered eighteen
deaths in the gun battle while the British merely had one casualty. At North Bridge in Concord,
the colonist warriors outnumbered the British 4:1 resulting in casualties on both sides. By the
end of the day, more than one hundred colonists died as the British proceeded on their journey
to Concord.

As thousands of lives were lost during the Revolutionary War, today we commemorate
the Battles of Lexington and Concord by reenacting it on the 3™ Monday of April every year here
in Lexington. Because of so many sacrificed souls, the colonists won their independence from the
Great Britain, paving the way that we know United States today.

Sources

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_Massacre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_Tea_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battles_of Lexington_and_Concord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Revere

https://www.lexingtonma.gov/patriotsday



Once upon atime, there were two little princesses playing on a beach near the sparkling blue
ocean, making small sandcastles. The sun sank lower inthe sky as the princesses played, giving
wayto the night that was coming. Fireflies were flying, little flashes of light that gave warmth
wherever they went. Little fairies were fluttering leaving a trail of pixie dust wherever they
went. The stars sparkled and twinkled, looking like an ethereal work of art. The two princesses
fell asleep on the sandy beach, their eyes fluttering awayto the world of dreams. They dream
of a
magical kingdom, one they could call home, with lots of friends and family laughing with each
other every night. The princesses slept peacefully, and the magic started.

The moon, the stars, and the Earth themselves worked so hard on a project for the whole night.
The sun rose in the sky, leaving a blaze of firein its wake. Flowers blossomed with a burst of
petals, and sun woke the princesses. Rubbing their eyes to rid the sleep, the two princesses

found something before them...

A magical kingdom.

A magnificent castle stood at a distance, and at its large doors were the king and queen with
the princesses’ bestie, Leah. The princesses ran towards their mother and father, and they
wondered if they were still dreaming.

Oh, but this was not a dream; it was real, and it was true and they were seeing everything
before their very eyes! The two princesses laughed and smiled and ran around, seeing the
buildings and parks and gardens that had been made
especially for them. The king and queen called for a celebration and invited all the princesses’
friends.

They had found their home sweet home.

-Rianna Santra




How You Should Help Pecple!
Aheli Roy

Have you always wanted to be a Doctor? | do. Remember if you want to become a doctor, it
takes a lot of work. It would help people if you had the right cure for each disease. It's an
excellent profession and it is very kind to help people, including children. You have to take an
exam before you become a doctor. So, if you help people, it will make the world a happy and
helpful place to live. Let’s make this world a happy and helpful place to live!

Why you should help and donate to dog shelters.
Aindri Roy

Imagine you are walking down the street, you pass by a shelter and see many dogs there. You
feel very sad by seeing it. You should always donate to shelters because dogs get into a
miserable situation if they don’t get homes.
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LIGHTS
Arundhati Sarkhel

Through the ray of lights
O mighty God

- Teach us how to love

rather than hate.

Teach us peace

rather than war

Teach us respect
Compassion and patience
Give us good health

and joyful hearts,
Throughout the year
Happy 2020.

Trisha Dutta
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CER:’"” “"' EEHATALE \ T 978-656-8584
Mo
@ d S 1717 Middlesex St #4

ZABIHA HALAL MEAT &=

h d!
INTERNATIONAL GROCERIES  ''and Staughtere
v Fresh Goat, Lamb,
ZABIHA HALAL e
FRESH MEAT & POULTRY purcer, Beckand

Highest Quality @ Best Price more...
v Variety of Fishes.

v Fresh & Frozen
Vegetables.

v Wide selection of
Spices.

? - v Sweets & Desserts.
Cored We'e | | 1717 Middlesex St, Unit 4, Lowell, MA 01851

| v’ Area’s Best Butcher
Hous:- | OPEN . v/ Clean & Friendly

Mon - Fri: 10AM - 9 PM E 978-656-8544 [ﬂ 978-483-0044 BESCICH
Sat—-Sun: 9AM-9PM v’ Price Match

*
WE DELIVER 14 We accept EBT, DEBIT and CREDIT Cards [RCT g )

*conditions apply

B5 R N/ .

i e s e ALAL, N 978-656-8584
and wonderful international customers. ’ 3
A

For suggestions, complaints, compliments,
please call 978-483-0044 ~ HF Owner

1717 Middlesex St,#4
Lowell, MA, 01851

~DRINKING
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This is the closest to authentic
kachchi biriyani you can get in
Musetts. The food is great,

—

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Sunday:
10:30am to 10:00pm

2072 Massachusetts
Avenue, Cambridge, MA
02140

Tel: 617-354-4010
info@darulkabab.com

Best Complements
from Darul Kabab




Diwali Greetings

NEW

Taj ‘India

DINE-IN, TAKE OUT
& CATERING

MANCHESTER NASHUA

967 Elm Street 47 E. Pear| Street
Ph. 603-606-2677 Ph. (603) 864-8586
Fax (603) 836-6289 Fax (603) 864-8450

|

Open 7 days a week « Visa & Mastercard accepted - www.tajindianh.com

10% discount with this coupon
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: NEW ENGLAND BANGLADESHI
: AMERICAN FOUNDATION INC
: (NEBAF)
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WITH BEST
COMPLIMENTS

FROM

MR. SURESH PATEL
MRS. JAGRUTI PATEL

PATEL BROTHERS
504 BOSTON TPKE

SHREWSBURY, MA
01545

(508) 8429600

HTTP./ /WWW.PATELBROS.COM
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é« Thank You (Banglh—O-(stwa for promoting awareness
of your cultural and spiritual heritage !

“Where Your Money Lasts Longer!”

* Spacious Apartments  * Family Owned and Operated |
* Experienced Staff * No Entrance or Community Fees |

Call 781-843-3700 today
for information and a tour !

*

Independent Living * Assisted Living * Memory Care

160 Grove St., Braintree, MA 02184
www.GroveManorEstates.com




The Guru

TAX & FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

SATYA B. MITRA*
Ph.D,, E.A., CFP?

446 Main Street
16th Floor
Worcester, MA 01608

P: 508-797-0005
F: 508-797-0006
M: 508-641-8441

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR OVER 25YEARS

Enrolled Agent
Certified Financial Planner™

EMAIL satya@thegurutax.com

SERVICES

1 TAX PREPARATION

Individuals, landlords, business own-
ers, tax issues if earning in India and
other foreign countries.

CONSULTING & SEMINARS

US tax matters and all foreign asset
declarations

INVESTMENTS*
LIFE INSURANCE*
ANNUITIES*

RETIREMENT PLANNING*
IRA & 401K Rollover*

I FINANCIAL PLANNING*
I WEALTH MANAGEMENT*

www.myhdvest.com/satyamitra

*Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Services™, Member: SIPC *Advisory Services offered through H.D. Vest Advisory Services™*

WH00000 1871301 The Guru Tax & Financial services, Inc. is not a registered broker / dealer or independent investent advisory firm

Brochure Printed by Printing and Graphic Services, Billerica 978-667-6950





